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EDITORIAL

1966

New Year—a time for sentiments! Fewer words and
more deeds will show up better for the Christian way of
life. Christianity as a WAY is too nearly forgotten.
We live in a hard-headed, bruiser of a world. There
is much more sorrow than joy, many more tears than
smiles and tensions far exceed relaxations.
Christians don't do to make themselves Christian. They
DO because they are Christians. The impracticalness of
much that is displayed and professed as Christianity, yea,
even holiness, has resulted in a huge vacuum in today's
world. This vacuum gives limitless opportunities for false
values to attempt to fill it. The result; too much good
time is wasted battling false values.
The challenge: move in where hunger exists; provide
clothes for the naked; befriend the friendless; minister to
the sick; go to those who sit imprisoned, the prison of
poverty, isolation, and disease (compare Matthew 25:
31-36). Time for talk has almost run out, if not so already.
We yield the rest of the editorial page to a headliner
in world news, Viet Nam. The difference; an appeal for
a Christian witness, a call for giving and going in 1966.
The New Year will be significant to the degree that
Christians translate their Christian experience into meaningful service.
JNH

ENLARGED VIET NAM RELIEF
PROGRAM
The MCC program in Viet Nam—with strong support
from other American Protestant groups—will expand its
efforts in Saigon, Nhatrang, and Pleiku during the next
eight months and open new projects at five locations.
Forty-five volunteers are scheduled to be sent to Viet
Nam between February and September, 1966. This group
will consist of seven administrative personnel, five doctors,
six nurses, three social workers, seven home economists,
four agriculturists, four mechanics and builders, eight
Paxmen with mechanical, construction, or agricultural
skills; and one secretary. They will join 11 workers who
are already in Viet Nam.
Seventeen of the 45 new volunteers will be recruited by
the Mennonite Central Committee. The MCC personnel
office reports strong interest in Viet Nam in Mennonite
churches and colleges. They anticipate little difficulty in
filling their quota, although applications from medical
doctors and home economists are lagging.
The remaining 28 volunteers will be recruited by
Church World Service and its member communions. Each
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volunteer will receive an allowance in accordance with
his own agency's support policy. Volunteers are being
carefully screened to make sure that they give reasonable
assurances of being able to stand up under the pressures
of service in a war situation. Personnel are also being
selected on the basis of their compatibility with the
national evangelical church. Although several denominations are recruiting workers, MCC will be involved in the
selection of all workers.
Along with the step up in personnel, there will be
a big increase in the Viet Nam budget. MCC allocated
$32,500 for this program in 1965, but in 1966 the total
will jump to $350,000. MCC is hoping to raise $50,000 of
this amount, and Church World Service and Lutheran
World Relief will supply $250,000 and $50,000 respectively.
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ contributors to this
effort should designate their gifts for Viet Nam and channel
them through their churches' relief and service treasuries.
Robert W. Miller, director of the MCC Overseas Services department, and Frank L. Hutchison, director of the
Church World Service program for South and Southeast
Asia, spent 2% weeks in Viet Nam during November to map
out plans for the expanded program. Their specific plans
were approved by the MCC executive committee at a
meeting in Akron, December 10. The executive committee
had given its informal assent to a general expansion of the
Viet Nam program at a meeting in September.
Miller and Hutchison recommended that the 45 new
personnel be used in the following ways:
Saigon. Five additional administrative persons, including an executive director, will join the staff in Saigon. Paul
Longacre, who is presently heading up the MCC's work
in Viet Nam, will serve as associate director of the enlarged program. A Saigon project team, designed to serve
a number of refugee colonies in the slum outskirts of the
city, will consist of a doctor, nurse, home economist, and
two social workers.
Nhatrang. The national evangelical church's hospital in
Nhatrang will have an enlarged medical and service staff.
The current contingent of a doctor, two nurses, and a
Paxman will be doubled. A social worker will also be
added.
Pleiku. A doctor and two nurses are now stationed at
Pleiku, where a small hospital will be constructed shortly.
To the present staff will be added a home economist and
two Paxmen.
Hue. The World Relief Commission, relief and service
arm of the National Association of Evangelicals, is operating a refugee vocational training center at Hue (pronounced "way"). MCC will provide this project with an
agriculturist, mechanical engineer, home economist, and
a person skilled in cottage industry.
Danang. A refugee colony of 4,000 people on the edge
of Danang has a clinic building but no doctor. MCC will
provide them with a doctor and nurse. There will also be
(Continued on page four)
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Impressions
During A World Tour
Bishop Charlie B. Byers
thrust and thunderous roar Irish airlines jet flight No. 102 went down the runway of
W
Kennedy airport and into the evening sky, beautifully
ITH TREMENDOUS

aglow with the last rays of fading day, headed for Dublin,
Ireland.
Aboard that 188 passenger jet was the Byers party;
John and Ida Sollenberger, Frank Wingert, Ruth and I,
bound for a visit to England, Europe, the Holy Lands,
relief centers and mission fields around the world. It was
a great moment! That was September 9. Then after 36
plane hops and travel by train, boat, cable and cog car,
bus and camel, we arrived back at Dulles airport December
7, on schedule even though we had been delayed three days
in Entebbe, Uganda, because of the Rhodesian crisis.
Approximately 30 thousand miles had been covered. All of
us thanked God for His grace and mercy in bringing us
back safely.
We enjoyed meeting the people of many nations, and
talking with the relief workers, missionaries, ministers,
VSers and others.
One is impressed with the great amount of people everywhere. People, people, crowding airports, stores, depots and
highways. Multitudes of them in cities and villages. Those
who have visited India will understand what I mean when
I say that sometimes "the crowd just stands and gazes at
you." They cling on the outside of the train, they sleep on
the station floor and sidewalks, they ride the train top and
throng the village streets till mobile traffic is almost
impossible.
I covered Europe and the Near East in 1957, so this
gave me the privilege to compare "then" with "now."
Large modern highways now crisscross the land, the city
streets are fairly choked with traffic and modern airliners
streak through the skies. Europe appears to be very
prosperous. West Germany seems to top the list.
Switzerland is a beauty spot beyond description. Not
only because of its unusual terrain, but its people with
their quaint homes and their warm hospitality, are never
to be forgotten. One must admit, it is quite a contrast
when crossing into Italy from Switzerland. Then as we
covered Athens, with its Acropolis and Mars Hill and out
to old Corinth, the seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of
Acts came into new being. As for Corinth now, it is only
a very miserable village of low stone houses and many
donkeys. The ruins of Old Corinth is nearby.
Israel
We came into Israel by way of the large international
airport at Lydda in the plains of Sharon, where Peter
had healed a disciple by the name of Aeneas. We went
from there up to Jerusalem by night, arriving about midnight. The next morning, October 5, we learned it was
the preparation day for the Great Day of Atonement
which began at sundown. All stores closed at 1:00 p.m. and
by sundown all traffic stopped except by foot. The big
airport at Lydda closed down for Yom Kippur. This
celebration lasted until the evening of October 6th. Since
there was no possibility of getting anywhere except by
foot, we walked to Mt. Zion—a short mile from the YMCA.
We met a certain Jew sitting by the wayside of whom we
inquired if we were on the right path to Mt. Zion. His
reply, "Yes, and are you going up to Mt. Zion?" and "May
I walk with you?" We were delighted and greatly enJanuary 3, 1966

lightened by his fine company. We spoke of the Jews'
worship over this time and of the prophets and of the
Messiah, and being well acquainted with Mt. Zion, he
explained everything.
On the Great Day of Atonement, October 6, in the
morning we worshipped in a Reformed Jewish synagogue.
After lunch we again walked up to Mt. Zion. Many sects
of Jews were worshipping in the various rooms according to
their own traditional beliefs. Some were loud and noisy,
while others were more subdued, but all worshipped with
sorrowful earnestness that was expressed in wailing chants
and bows. As we understood, confessing their sins and
praying for the Messiah, how our hearts did burn to help
them to the truth. When we came down from Mt. Zion
that afternoon we reported that people were on Mt. Zion
by the hundreds, but the morning newspaper next day,
The Jerusalem Post, headlines said, "Thousands of Pilgrims on Mt. Zion." From articles we read in the newspapers while there, it is evident that the younger
generation are not satisfied with the emphasis put on
Jewish traditions and wish for something more relaxed.
Nevertheless, this land is prosperous. At last they are
actually pumping oil from their own soil. I saw the pumps
in action down in the plains, South of Gath. There, too, are
the huge cotton plantations. Acres and acres of beautiful
white cotton dangling from bursted bolls. It was being
harvested by huge cotton picking machines and transported
to the mills by modern rubbertired wagons. Hundreds of
acres of young citrus fruit just in good bearing condition.
Huge dairies and poultry farms. One report says that
exports last year totalled $337 million. It is easy to understand how that the nations round her become envious of
her wealth as she dwells in "unwalled villages." Ezekiel
38:11
The grapes! Down by Hebron, you remember how the
spies carried them? Well, we hauled them in the car! We
stopped right in the terraced gardens down the Hebron way
and bought them—the most delicious ever grown. Of course,
we are now in Jordan. Here, too, much improvement has
been made since 1957, considering the heavy burden they
carried by the refugee problem caused by the war of
1948. The country is yet very backward. The MCC continues to play an important role in this country helping to
encourage the many village families who have such meager
means.
The Arab countries hold deep resentment against Israel
and refuse all trade, commerce, or communication with
them. Egypt, the land where Israel was held in slavery for
many years, is showing signs of improvement since 1957.
The streets of Cario are filled with traffic, cars, donkeys and
buses.
AFRICA
After passing through the land of "The Queen of
Sheba" Ethiopia, the great moment arrived when our
plane came into Bulawayo and on the airport balcony
stood some forty missionaries giving us a welcome to
Rhodesia. It was indeed a thrilling moment for our entire
party. We stayed at the mission headquarters in Bulawayo
over the Lord's day, then out to Wanezi. Here we had
a "good warm" reception. The weather was hot and very
dry. On this mission compound there are about 100 buildings: schools, mission residences, boys and girls quarters,
the Bible school, the infirmary and storage sheds. It is
indeed quite a sprawling station. We shall never forget the
beautiful singing of the congregation as we gathered for
service at .noontime.
Our next stay was at Mtshebazi. Much that has been
said of Wanezi could be repeated at each station. Many
(3)

buildings and schools are scattered widely over the mission
compound. Outstanding here are the training school for
teachers and the hospital. The daily feeding program for
some 600 children was quite interesting and pathetic.
There is something quaint and very homelike about the
Matopo Mission, maybe it's the Granite Hills? We enjoyed
the lovefeast and baptismal services here and the "big
dinner" when some 18 missionaries and our party had
dinner together. It was a tremendous time of fellowship.
Then, up to Zambia, to Livingstone and the school
work there, out to Macha lovefeast and baptismal services.
In this church at Sunday noon some 700 people were
gathered for service, including Chief Macha. The school
and hospital work is of big proportions and much building
is being done at the present hospital. Our party was much
impressed when the girls from the boarding school marched
in formation to the residence where we were staying and
gave us a welcome to Macha.
The work at Choma, the Secondary school there and the
Nahumba Mission each would take a page to describe, but
it is very extensive with new building going on all the time.
Sikalonga is situated in a beautiful spot, and like other
stations, the church, the school and the ho.spital are doing
their part to let men know about the love of God.
One cannot comprehend the vast outreach of our missions in Africa unless you try to cover the area. In addition
to these main stations, there are many, many outschools and
stations where services are held. And as for our missionary
personnel, they are all devoted servants of the Lord and
doing the work with pleasure and compassion. There is a
great future for the church in Africa under the leadership
of the Holy Spirit. The national leaders are well chosen
men of God who have the work at heart. Let us pray for
them.
INDIA
Our schedule for India had to be rearranged and we
caused the missionaries some difficulty in that we were
three days behind schedule. Here the work appears to be
more difficult than in Africa. Different types of missionary
work are carried on in order to reach all of the people.
We visited the mission work in New Delhi, then on to
Saharsa, Barjora, Banmankhi and over the Purnea way.
This is certainly a land of need and missionaries here need
extra patience and a double portion of the Spirit as the
culture is most difficult to penetrate and the economy
is low.
It is real thrilling to be atop a seven-story H block
which houses some three thousand people and help hand
out blankets that have come from Christians in America
and elsewhere. Sr. Byers, Frank Wingert and I had the
privilege to be with the MCC workers in Hong Kong and
share in such an event. These blankets are given out carefully and wisely to selected persons according to need.
Then on into Japan some new snow had settled on the
high hills there with the result it was very cold. The
Japanese people make good hosts. Many of them are
trying to find a religion new and different from the old
religion of the fathers, yet at the same time they do not
seem to be eager to embrace Christianity, in fact, have
caution and reserve about it. So the work, being rather
new, moves in more of a personal evangelism effort.
These missionaries are no less dedicated and interested than
those on other fields. It takes time for the sown seed to
bring forth fruit. We were rather surprised when shopping
in a large department store in Tokyo, to hear "Silent Night,"
"Joy to the World" and other Christmas carols.
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Now in conclusion, this is not the time to let off with
missionary work. Just because there is difficulty is no sign
to quit. But rather let it be a challenge to each of us to
do better. The Brethren in Christ mission work and the
work of MCC is worthy of the support and prayers of
every Christian wht> is dedicated enough to share with
God's work.
Chambersburg, Pa.

Viet N a m Relief Program
(Continued from page two)
a project leader, who will perhaps serve as a community
development worker; a home economist, and a Pax assistant.
Quang Ngai. In the Quang Ngai (pronounced 'nigh")
area large numbers of people are being resettled. Several
hundred thousand more refugees are expectd to come from
Viet Cong territories soon. A seven-man team will be
placed here. It will consist of a team leader, doctor, nurse,
and home economist to staff a new MCC project. The
other three will work with a World Relief Commission
extension project to train refugees.
Tuy Hoa. A double team similar to the one envisioned
for Quang Ngai will also be recruited for Tuy Hoa
(pronounced "twee wah"), whose large refugee population
is expected to become even bigger soon.
Kontum. World Relief Commission is also planning
to establish a refugee training center at Kontum. MCC will
send an agriculturist, a mechanical or construction person,
and two r'ax assistants to this project.
In addition to supplying World Relief Commission
projects at Hue, Quang iNgai, Tuy Hoa, and Kontum with
a total of 15 workers, MCC will contribute $10,000 toward
the construction of their refugee training facilities at Hue
and $28,000 toward the setting up and operation of
extension projects at Quang Ngai, Tuy Hoa, and Kontum.
It is planned that several Viet Nam co-workers will
become members of the MCC teams at Saigon, Danang,
Quang Ngai, and Tuy Hoa. They will serve as interpreters and assistants, and will receive in-service training.
Robert Miller also recommended to the executive committee that Asian and European Mennonite churches be
invited to contribute personnel, supplies, and funds to the
Viet Nam program. He reported that Mennonites in Japan
and India had already made inquiries about possible participation in the Viet Nam relief effort.
MCC continues to be the only Protestant relief agency
handling government surplus commodities in Viet Nam.
It will be receiving 4,250,000 pounds of dried milk powder,
flour, bulgur, cornmeal, beans, and vegetables during 1966.
Drugs, with a wholesale value of $31,000, have already
been received from Interchurch Medical Assistance (IMA)
for use in the clinics at Nhatrang and Pleiku. Additional
drugs will be made available for the new medical projects
in Saigon, Danang, Tuy Hoa, and Quang Ngai as they are
opened. MCC receives contributed drugs through IMA
at 4c per pound.
The Peace Section executive committee at a meeting in
November urged MCC to (1) prepare a policy statement
of guidelines to govern the nature and extent of cooperation with, military authorities in relief efforts in South
Viet Nam.
Members of the executive committee said they favored
giving more time to checking leads on how to get into
North Viet Nam, even though the chances of success are
slender.
Evangelical
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MODESTY
E. } . Sxvalm
AN ERA of extremism the subject of Modesty has real
I Nrelevance.
Its scope is broad and pervasive. Too often its

treatment is confined to one of the many facets of this
cultural and religious quality. In this brief consideration we
seek to view it from a wider dimension and particularly
relate it to Christian living.

In Romans 10: 2 Paul speaks of a religious group, "they
have a zeal of God but not according to knowledge." If
the Christian's testimony is to have permanence, yea,
eternal value, it must be known for its exclusive "rightness"
and accuracy based on Biblical standards. It must avoid the
frenzied zeal of many heathen practices, the extravagant
intemperance of religious zealots and the ill-founded enthusiasm of fanatical religiosity.
Referring again to the Apostle Paul we notice that
he with his contemporaries spoke pungently against irreverent boasting (Romans 1:30; II Timothy 3:2; James
3:5; James 4:16; Ephesians 2:9). This is common among
aspirants for political office, the world expects nothing
better. However, the appeal of the Christian's faith is
always enhanced by a noticeable absence of boasting. This
habit seems a "built-in" part of our society, vaunting one's
self in exultant, bombastic terms of greater or lesser proportions. This can be, and I fear often is, expressed in
very subtle and even incognizant attitudes on the part
of many well-meaning Christians.
One of the inherent weaknesses of our humanity is our
inability to always recognize and shun the vicious, contaminating and vulgar trends of any generation. Notice
if you will the person who suffers unduly from a feeling
of inferiority or even insecurity. They are apt to do outlandish things, make border-line statements, wear some
ridiculous articles of clothing and even throw "spells"
to draw attention. This is immodesty in one of its most
obnoxious forms.
It must be admitted, there is an innate urge in every
normal person to please the masses. We want to be
accepted. We all desire to be liked. This only becomes
wrong when we capitulate to the helpless slavery of these
propensities. Thereby we disregard proper ethics, ignore
good taste, sacrifice decency and even contravene plain
statements of God's Word. Only a very cursory study
of the Holy Scriptures convince us that the church
has always had this blighting trend to grapple with.
"Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present
world." II Timothy 4:10 are the aching words of a
preacher languishing in a Roman prison cell as he beheld
this tragic move of one of his converts.
(This article has been prepared by . t h e request of the
Bishops, for a careful consideration of our readers. C. J.
Ulery, Secretary of the Board of Bishops.)
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Another type of immodesty (though less captioned,
yet just as nauseating) is the continuous selfish projecting of the human ego, often prominent in strong
personalities. Too frequently it governs the practice of
political, social and even church leaders. It is stimulating
to behold people who honour cherished convictions, Biblically based, with courageous tenacity. However, too many
times one is made to feel, what some call conviction is
merely camouflage. It hides a carnal desire to assert self,
to win at any price, and to make stubbornness succeed.
There are doubtless occasions when to organically withdraw from a group is God-honouring. So often, however,
the unprejudiced onlooker is convinced of ulterior motives
by the unchristian deportment of many dissenters. Continual threats of resigning or withholding financial support
unless people or groups come to certain terms is usually
used as a club to coerce more cooperative members of
the fellowships.
In today's world, when an over-emphasis is placed on
sex, when sanctioned perversions of society suggest the
need of apology to Sodom and Gommorah, one cannot
close their eyes to the arrogant unchastity and restraintless atmosphere of this corrupt generation. This brings
into fpcus; the dissolute, moral looseness of our day,
generated in part by undue exposure of the body by
immodest attire. It is conceded, adjustments in methods
and practice are inevitable and desirable as decades come
and go. A Christian is not expected to be so loyal to any
out-dated tradition that fossilizes him in the minds of contemporary society and negates his testimony. A Christian
has a right to observe appropriate colors, good taste,
neatness and simplicity in apparel. This enhances a witness,
other things being equal.
God's Word has something to say about the adornrnent
of the body (I Timothy 2:9-11; I Peter 3:3 and 4). In
referring to these scriptures, we are aware, those whose
yesterdays are rooted in denominations who practiced uniformity in dress have a familiarity with these citations
that tends to make them commonplace. We must always
bear in mind, these are given by inspiration of God to
perpetuate the principle of modesty. Modesty is continually incumbent and always contemporary. It seems
strange, many people who emerge from extreme austerity
in religious practices to a more conventional way of life
allow their restricted background to catapult them to the
opposite pole. Of course, this is due to the weakness of
human nature and its proneness to vascillate between
extremes. This loathsome tendency not only creates a problem for church leaders, it seriously reduces the effectiveness of a Christian witness to the people who need it
most urgently.
In conclusion, we recognize it takes holy boldness
and inspired courage to live a Biblically separated life
unto God and to withstand the persistent pressures of
a depraved society. The Christian who is possessed by and
filled with the Holy Spirit can maintain a distinctive line
of' conduct while employing an adaptability that serves
his generation by the Will of God. Let us all pray and
strive to this end.
Duntroon, Ontario
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The Delhi Student Scene
From the Smiths
Joe says: September 5th marked the inauguration of a new
College Graduates' Christian Fellowship. Finally, the graduated students are catching the vision of their responsibility for the undergraduates in the University. You can't
imagine the relief and encouragement it gives to know that
these young men and women are stepping forward to
place their shoulders under The Yoke with us. Now there
will be a team to plow, plant the Seed, and pray together
for "receptive soil."

Editor Hostetter visiting the Smiths. Seated; Shirley Bitner, Gulabi
McCarty and Mother Mitchell (Marietta's Mother. Standing; Judy,
Jay and Bonnie Smith

Four graduates are beginning to teach Bible classes. We
help them prepare the lessons beforehand and then back
them up as they slowly but surely get their "witnessing
feet."
Currently there are six weekly Bible studies functioning
and additional ones are in the planning stage.
Why is our emphasis on an habitual coming to the
Word? Because a true witness must he prepared to he
cross-examined. People are going to question us. We
must know what the Bible says and the meaning of what we
have experienced. The Ethiopian had to have his experience
and hunger for God explained to him by Philip in terms
of Jesus Christ. Likewise, the Roman Cornelius had to have
Christ declared to him by Peter.
Brethren, pray for us.
A College Students' Bible Class

Marietta says: The Tibetan girls, refugees, have taught
me a great deal about the basic concepts of the Gospel.
There were four girls at first, and now there are ten. I had
to turn over the class to another when I left Landour to
return to Delhi, Aug. 6th. They have no Christian background, barely know English and Hindi. I slowly and simply talked to them about the Lord Jesus Christ and began
to introduce them to the Bible. Now they are praying
individually .. . talking to their Heavenly Father.
tt

«

*

*

Ninety-one-year-old P. A. Smith from Jamaica has been
a missionary in
India since 1912.
He
used
to
call Joe's Father,
H.
L.
Smith,
"White Smith" &
himself,
"Black
Smith."

Two Missionary Smiths

m

Once, he came
and stayed one
week
in
our
home. The students loved him
and "sat at his
feet.'

With four of the Tibetan students

DEVELOPMENTS IN NICARAGUA
Executive members of the World Mission Board recently authorized the purchase of a building lot in the
village of Esquipulas. The work is growing and needs
permanent quarters. Pray for the future plans of building
that they may be adequate and proper.
Evangelical
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We commit this all into His hands knowing that God's
Word shall not return unto Him void . . . "Instead of the
thorn shall come up the fir tree and instead of the brier
shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord
for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut
off." (Isa. 55:13)
We need your united prayers, if we shall see fruit from
this seed.
—Esther Book

Ready for village visitation—Miss Book with three of the teachers

THE BIBLE IN SAHARSA DAY SCHOOL
Nine teachers, turn by turn, a month at a time, take the
daily morning Bible lessons. The special Saturday morning
Bible lessons, after clean-up, etc., are taught by the class
teachers also.
After careful preparation teachers stand before 250
eager boys and girls from non-Christian homes presenting
flannelgraph lessons with applications fitted to life. One
teacher stresses the need of believing and being baptized
and the work of the Holy Spirit. Another stresses building
lives on the foundation of Jesus Christ. Another stresses
obeying God's commandments and the futility of idol
worship. Yes, the children hear of the Cross and Jesus' blood
shed to save all who will believe on Him.
They repeat memory verse after memory verse and
read and re-read the illustrated verses on posters tacked
up on the verandah walls. Fifteen minutes each day, in each
class, is given to prayer and Bible memory work, just
before the lunch bell. This year, besides many isolated
verses, the entire group has learned I Corinthians 13,
Ephesians 6:10-18, Psalm 119:1-12, John 15:1-12, Psalms
23 and 24. Even the kindergarten children learn a few
verses from these passages.

Saharsa Teachers
singing at
the
Jubilee (1964).

Africa
IN MEMORY OF A ZEALOUS AFRICAN EVANGELIST
A grave in the wilderness . . . in the early days of the
work in the Wanezi District I had stood at this grave with
bared head, as I thanked God for the consecrated life of
the brother whose body lay under the rude stones; and
during my recent visit to Africa I desired to kneel at this

We dare not, however, press for decisions. God's Word
is being sown; but it falls on hard, stony, and thorny
patches of soil where it is immediately exposed to Satan.
Some parents tell their children not to pay attention. Others
tell them to come late so as to miss the Bible lesson. Still
others say, "Yes, but Jesus is just one of the many roads
that reach heaven," or "It's good to have a knowledge of
the Bible."

Brethren Winger and Harvey, with African brethren and Mrs.
Mapendhla Moyo, at Nkosana's grave

Miss Chowdhary and a Form 3 Class at Saharsa
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grave and thank God again for this man of whose class
Isaiah and Paul said, "How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace
Under the urge to preach the gospel, and without any
promise of support, Nkosana Sibanda walked some seventy
miles from Mtshabezi Mission, where he had learned to
know the Lord, to his home in the Insiza District, near
where Wanezi Mission now stands—walked with his wife
and, carrying their young son and luggage on their backs
and heads.
(Continued on page nine)
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Crusaders

Trials of French
Conscientious Objectors
Hein van Wijk

N December 21, 1963, the law on conscientious objection came into force. After six months the government
O
placed all recognized COs in a camp near Brignoles. The

camp had still to be built. The COs had to live in tents,
building the camp.
The intention was to create a fire-fighting team in a
part of the country where each summer there are forest
fires. If my information is correct, the instructions by the
staff were meagre, and the material (tank-jeeps, etc.) insufficient. At the beginning of July, 1965, the fires began.
At various times the COs were refused permission to join
the fire-brigades. In the end they took the initiative,
phoned to the officials at the place of the fires and got
an invitation to come immediately, notwithstanding the
opposition of their commanding officers.
For about six weeks they were active in the fire
brigades in a region of about 60 miles around Brignoles.
Then the rains came and the fires stopped.
At that moment the only job that remained was building the camp. The 43 then present hesitated to do this work,
as the camp was meant for the civil defense, and the
work was done without any real knowledge or system.
They wrote a letter to the Minister of the Interior
telling him that the experiment at Brignoles had failed,
having no purpose apart from the six weeks' fire fighting,
and a wrong direction in regard to their principles. They
declared that they wanted a real civilian service of general
human interest, without any relation to national defense.
They protested that they were under military rules and
jurisdiction.
In fact they were on strike. They only performed the
duties necessary for their living and things apart from
the building of the camp itself.
Suddenly on October 16, 21 of them were arrested
by the police' for disobeying orders. One being ill, was
allowed to go home on leave. The remaining 20 were
transferred to a barracks of the security police at Uzes.
They got disciplinary punishments of 45-60 days or probably of 50 days each. They are still there.
Eleven remained in the camp. On October 31, they
all were sent home on leave for three weeks. After that
they will follow a course on civilian protection, first aid,
etc., at Nainville-les-Roches near Paris. What will happen
to the 20 and the 11 afterwards is not clear.
0,n November 1, eight men entered the camp at Brignoles. Because of the measures mentioned above they
could not meet any of the old inhabitants of the camp.
As a protest against their arrest the 20 planned to
begin a hunger strike for a month. I understand that they
renounced this plan after hearing that leading pacifists
in Paris had approached the government asking for improved conditions. But as two of them apparently have
been beaten by prison or barracks guards, they seem to
intend a new hunger strike for two weeks,

m

Their comrades who met on November 7 at La Chesnaie
plan to go to Uzes and join the hunger strike on November
21, unless the pacifists' interventions with the government
have made such demonstrations superfluous.
The eight new objectors at Brignoles have signed a
declaration of support for their comrades at Uzes. However,
because they beheve that a solution is near, they have
agreed to work at the fire brigade camp for the time being.
What this solution could be, nobody can tell. Lecoin
and his friends have proposed three solutions: work under
the French branch of the International Voluntary Service;
woz-k in the forests under the Ministry of Agriculture, led
by civilian people; or if this proves impossible, work at the
fire brigade, but under civilians. The military staff should
disappear.
The chief cause of the troubles in France is the
law itself. In July, 1965, military service in France had
a face-lift. The law of July 9, 1965, on national service
introduced four kinds of service: the armed forces; civil
defense; technical aid (in overseas territories); and cooperation (in underdeveloped foreign countries). They
all have their special status, and so have the recognized
conscientious objectors mentioned in article 42. But they
all remain under military jurisdiction.
Moreover, although the law allows two forms of service
—cooperation and technical aid—that are the reverse of
military thinking, these two are closed for objectors.
An official statement dated October 20, 1965, confirms
that those objectors who have been placed in civil formations according to the law of December 21, 1963, are
subjects to the rules of general discipline of the armed
forces and remain under military justice.
My impression is that some leading pacifists in Paris
do not understand this situation. The system is fundamentally wrong and contrary to the principles of conscientious objection. France recognizes the right to refuse
armed service; it apparently does not recognize opposition
to warfare, and national preparation for warfare, called
national service.
Lecoin is ready to start a new fast in case objectors are
brought before some military tribunal despite his weak
state of health. But the essential problem is not the
military tribunal but the very structure of the law.

When? Now!
Rae Cross
How often we make the statement, "I'll be happy," and
then add limiting thoughts such as "when I graduate,"
"when I'm older," "when I'm in college," "when school is
out," "when we move," "when I get another job," and on
and on.
It is fine to look forward, to plan, to dream; but why
wait until "when" to be happy?
God is blessing us right now with everything that is
good and worth while. Each time we say, "I'll be happy
when
" we push present happiness away from us. Everyone desires happiness. Why postpone it?
Give thanks for the college education that will be yours
in the future, for the new home, for the better job. Give
thanks for whatever it is you desire. Know these good
things will be yours, and give thanks for them.
At the same time, be happy now. Declare it! Say, "I
am happy now." You needn't pursue happiness, you need
only accept it. Happiness is God's desire for you now, not
"when."
Evangelical

Visitor

Mary Brechbill and Rev. S. Vundhla discuss Bookroom and literature distribution opportunities during promotional program at
Conference. In background: Don Zook, Manager of Matopo Book Rom, and Colporteurs Joel Moyo and Abraham Ndlovu.
—the only bookstore along the 580 miles of railroad between Bulawatjo, Rhodesia and Lusaka, capital of Zambia

The New Choma Bookstore
September 1965. Time for us to pack up and leave Africa
for furlough in America. W h a t do we pack? What do w e
sell? What do we give away?
But wait!
The phone rings and the voice of the Bishop (in
Executive Board meeting in Bulawayo) says, "We have
been discussing . . . and are asking if you would consider
staying on and being in charge of starting the new Christian
Bookroom in Choma?"
And that is how the Kiblers happened to be assigned
there. Instead of packing tightly to go home we will pack
loosely to move to Choma.

What was previously the Standard Bank building in Choma
and then a hardware store has been refurbished to house
our Bookroom. Lights, paint, shelving, ceiling board, here
a new window and there a patched hole in the wall—and
the building became quite attractive. The former bank
vault has become the office. The manager says that if his
secretary (wife) doesn't get her work done he can just
shut the door until she has finished . . . .
If you could visit us, you would find Bibles, flannelgraph materials, religious pictures and records, Bible story
books, many paperbacks—from How to Take Care of Your
Baby to How to Grow Old— and stationer's supplies.
In the three storage rooms you would find school supplies, textbooks, pencils, exercise books, etc., as we shall
be supplying about 300 schools with supplies this year. We
count on the profits from these sales to help push Christian
literature distribution.
Our chief interest, of course, is in the distribution of
the Living Word. The Book Room provides opportunity to
discuss personal problems and then lead to a spiritual emphasis. Africans, Europeans, and Indians are contacted—of
backgrounds Catholic, Hindu, Anglican, Methodist,
Brethren in Christ, Pilgrim Holiness, and pagan. Every
contact made is either for fellowship with those who love
the Lord or to make Christ known to needy souls around
us. Tactics differ but the goal is the same.
We plan to have a reading room with Christian
periodicals available for anyone wh'o wants to rest and
read. This will be an aid in contacting people.
January 3, 1966

The Indian population presents a real challenge. They
are the shopkeepers in Choma and they are of the Hindu
religion. They are friendly but have no interest in changing
their religion. Then there are many, many Africans in the
locations in town, nearly all non-Christian; and we long
to have an evangelist who works out from the bookroom,
contacting these people, having Bible study periods with
them, as well as making contact with the hundreds of
Africans in the Choma hospital. Opportunities unlimited!
Time, too little! Personnel inadequate! But a GREAT GOD!
George and Rachel Kibler

In Memory of
(Continued from page seven)
Some time after their arrival in that area our Brother
Nkosana was gripped with lung trouble. When the Africans
came to sympathize, he said, "I am born again and ready
to meet my Lord; weep not for me but for yourselves and
your sins. And don't bury me all tied up as a heathen, but
lay me out as a Christian."
Our Brother Harvey of Wanezi Mission enabled us to
get to his grave, with some other African workers. And,
dear readers, may I close with this challenge: Those two
worthy pioneer missionaries, Rev. H. J. Frey and Nkosana
Sibanda had so little to do with but worked so hard and
opened a large district where many have been saved. We
today have so very much in way of conveniences and there
are still open and very needy waiting fields—but we do
so little!
Faced as never before with the pressing need of men
in missions and churches at home and abroad, God grant
that we shall be inspired and burdened to pray as never
before that the Lord of the Harvest will send forth
labourers.
W. O. Winger
( N . B. For more on Nkosana and the founding of Wanezi
Mission, see Chap. X in " T H E R E IS NO D I F F E R E N C E . "
Available from the World Missions Office for $1.00 postpaid. Every Brethren in Christ home should have a copy!)
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Home Missions and Extension

On Target For 1966
Henry N. Miller

Pastor Henry N. Miller Family, Zion, Kansas

HAND OF THE LORD has brought us to a New Year.
TfactHEHethat
must have a purpose in doing so. Aside from the
we have just stepped over the January 1 mark,

any time is a good time for re-setting sights and reexamining a field. Starting again in God's work is never
out of season.
The Brethren in Christ Church has a Board for Home
Missions and Extension. Twelve men, under assignment
of the Church, are to enlarge our borders by building new
churches and present Christ to each segment of the culture of our country. If and when these twelve men fail,
there is the question, who shoulders the blame. It is one
thing to set goals for the year, such as: new church buildings, finding of additional pastors, financing of present
churches and new ones, enlargement of loan funds, providing of medical and retirement care for missions personnel, and finding solutions to a host of other concerns.
Then too, there is the necessary task of encouraging the
general church's support and devotion and stimulating
a local mission unit toward its own self support.
Two areas are discussed here.
THE LOCAL MISSION UNIT. The success of mission
work begins here. I speak of the local mission units in their
over-all relationship to the Brethren in Christ Church.
There is an old slogan which says, "Don't bite the hand
that's feeding you." I believe our mission units and extension churches should strive toward strong loyalty to our
brotherhood and her program. We have a reason to exist;
we do build on the eternal word; we are exalting the cross
and God's Son as the only hope for sinful men; we
continue to use available means for evangelism, near and
far.
There are specific ways in which the local mission
units can build this loyalty. One deals directly with
financial involvements. Each mission budget, even if small,
should include contributions to the general agencies of the
church. The mission or extension church need have interest
in missions and extension beyond itself. Local mission
units can strengthen themselves and the brotherhood by
using Brethren in Christ missionaries to promote missions.
Mission units have the same problem as a pastor in a
regional conference, they are plagued by requests from
independent missionaries who want to profit heavily by our
interest in missions. Some of these calls may be worthy of
support. In contrast, we know what our mission dollars
are doing.
(10)

The achieving of regional conference status is a worthy
goal. To arrive at a place of spiritual and material maturity,
not needing to depend on the parent board for finances
and personnel, does two things: gives a group the joy of
being self-sustaining, and releases energies and finances
for starting another new work.
We believe achievement of these goals in 1966 will
mean at least a measure of success in our home mission
program.
The second area; LOCAL SUPPOBTING CONGBEGATIONS are a necessary link in home mission and
extension outreach. The Board must depend on these
congregations for necessary support. Most who read these
lines are members of such congregations. We suggest
briefly three specific areas of concern.
1. Pastors and congregations should avail themselves
of every opportunity to promote the home mission program.
This can include the use of bulletin inserts, application of
facts and concerns found in the Prayer-Promise boxes,
a stimulation for digesting news in the Evangelical Visitor,
scheduling of mission prayer meetings, and using various
mission personnel. All of these will help toward a goal
of missions education. Educated people soon become
interested and involved.
2. Let us do all we can to recruit mission workers
among Christian youth. Particularly, let us assist the Lord
in touching young men with a passion for a pastoral ministry. Ladies too often outnumber men in the program of
missions. It need not be so, here is an appeal and challenge
greater than the world can offer. May the Lord help us
present the challenge rightly. A pastor's heart is warmed
and rewarded by the response of young men. Samuels and
Timothys are never out of date. "Pray ye the Lord of the
harvest that He will send forth laborers."
3. The final area pertains to finance. Let every congregation study its budget growth-pattern for the past ten
years. Almost invariably we find, pastor support has increased rapidly; the cost of supplies and education material
has risen sharply (if for no other reason than that of
inflation); our buildings have been enlarged, rebuilt, or
face-lifted, causing capital expenditures to balloon. With
increased facilities, maintenance costs have also increased.
The point to examine is: what proportional increases
are being seen in our mission budgets. While some conferences have increased in their giving to home missions
since 1955, the brotherhood as a whole has decreased in
its percentage of total budget to the work of home missions
from 1955-1965. It is true that figures do not say everything, but sometimes they tell us more than we enjoy
knowing.
Brethren, can you believe God with us for a good year
in His vineyard? The "cure" in the gospel message
continues to be the answer to the sin of our world. We
are unashamed of the gospel—it is the power of God, in
Jesus dwells all the fullness of the Lord.
The writer serves as secretary of the Board for Home Missions
and Extension.
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HOME
Home Life - The Other Side
Dear Editor,
In a recent Crusader Meeting we read letters from
Home Missionaries. I had written to Rev. Art Cooper. Enclosed is a copy of the letter his daughter sent for me
to read.
One of the members of our congregation requested
I send this to you. She would like it printed in the
Evangelical Visitor.
I attend the Brethren in Christ Church at Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.
In Christian fellowship
Randy Simmons

Dear Randy:
Since father has been working the night shift at the
cannery, he is unable to write in answer to your request,
so I am elected to do it for him.
My name is Martha, and I am Rev. Cooper's daughter.
I am mighty proud to be his daughter, too.
Some of the questions you wrote and asked my father
to discuss, seem very unimportant in comparison to what
can be told about the work that needs to be done here
in Lake Labish Village.
Please forgive me if I extend the five minute limit,
but our little forgotten mission out here in Oregon is a
heavy burden upon our hearts. I am sure you will not be
bored at what is to be told.
We arrived in Salem, Oregon approximately five years
ago. What a change Oregon was to us from California,
or from Pennsylvania.
The Village, Lake Labish, use to be a Japanese settlement before the second world war. During the war the
Japanese people moved out, and in came the retired
migrants' families and the migrants.
The people are very different in ways to the people
that you are perhaps use to. We will never forget the
first few, or any of our years here in Oregon.
It didn't take us very long to find out that the people
didn't want us or religion, and it wasn't very long until
they began to torment us for being here.
Lots of times the kids would stop me or my sister
and tell us to go to hell or tell our Dad to just pack up
and leave and get the hell out of here.
During the first three years my smaller sister and
I were constantly being tortured on the bus because we
were the preacher's kids. Oh the woes of being a preacher's
kid. But I would never want my father to be anything else.
Often times my younger sister and I could feel apple cores
hit the backs of our necks, and spit wads, and what have
you. Usually apple cores and spit wads were accompanied
by vulgar remarks. We would sit there in the bus and
try. to hold our heads up and keep the tears from coming,
and suppress that desire to stand up and shout or fight
back at them. I believe very strongly that your actions,
no matter where you are does more to witness for Christ
than all the preaching you can do.
Often times we would find the church windows broken,
hear the church bell ringing in the middle of the night or
wake up to find that some nut decided to give the church
windows a wash with wax. When we had to report
incidents to the guilty person's parents, we received no
cooperation from the parents. They usually cussed you out.
I'm telling you these people really have a great vocabulary.
January 3, 1966

The village consisted largely of broken homes. Church
to the peope here is a bore, a waste of time, they don't need
God, they'd rather worship God sitting out on the porch
smoking their cigarettes and drinking booze. Very few of
the families encourage their children to come to church
and if they do come, they come without their mothers and
daddies. Usually mother and dad are too tired to come
to church because they've been living it up over the
weekend.
The members of our church all live outside of Lake
Labish. They are faithful in coming to church on Sundays and in teaching their classes, but they never visit the
members of their Sunday School classes. Any church needs
dedicated members, members who will support the church,
not just with money, but in prayers and visitation. We
need Christian workers here very much.
Last summer I worked with 13 boys, there's about 50 I
know who desperately need Christ. These boys are between
the first and the ninth grades. They simply refuse to walk
into church. They cuss and swear. I was shocked to hear
and know that these boys knew so much about sex. I had
to close my ears many times to their filthy jokes. But, I
began to have a club for them. They even raised $12 for
their club. I tried to give them the gospel, but what can
a 17 year old girl do with 13 wild boys? I begged members
of the church to help but they are always too busy. If only
Christians would realize that material things are only for
this life, but a soul is for eternity. If only there was
someone who could work with these boys, even if it were
just for the summer. These boys need God, this generation
is America's future, and they are growing up without God.
We also need a couple who could work with young
people. The other week or so, I was sitting on the church
steps talking with three of the girls I know. They are only
15, but their lives are already wrecked, unless someone
cares enough to help them. These girls were telling me
about their wild weekend. They go into stores and sneak
out beer and wine under their blouses, or skirts, and then
go out and get with some boys and really have a wild
time. One girl was laughing about how she got so drunk
she got sick and threw up all over the place. Another girl
got so drunk she passed out. Just the other day a pretty
girl was staggering down the road, she was so drunk
she couldn't walk a straight line. My sister and I helped
her walk as far as we could, and then we got worried
because she kept staggering out in front of cars. A police
found her and took her to juvenile court. Most of the
kids around here have police records.
Some of the teenagers have experienced a little of the
Christian life, but it generally doesn't last very long. If
you are going to win teenagers like these to Christ you
must have a follow up. The Christian way of life is
entirely new to them and they need help and encouragement. Any new Christian does. You can't expect him to live
on milk, he must be given the meat. When teenagers are
saved, they must know that the Christians are behind them.
I remember very well one girl who was converted. She
was afraid to go home and tell her family that she had
become a Christian, so I went with her to her home,
which is right next to ours. Her father is atheistic in his
belief. Their reaction to her conversion was: "Well, she
certainly needs something." They discouraged her from
coming to church and she went back to her old crowd.
Today she is the mother of an illegitimate child.
This is only one of the sad stories I could tell you.
Oregon is a great mission field. There are so many
migrants, so many, many people to work with. Oregon
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and Washington have the lowest percentage of people
attending church in the United States.
In the fields where my sister and I work picking beans
and berries, we meet all kinds of people, The Mexicans,
Americans, and the Russians. There is a great mission field
among both the Russians and the Mexicans. The Mexican
is just a happy person, and yet the only religion he
knows is the Catholic religion. There are many wonderful
Catholic people, but I definitely feel that a Catholic needs
more than his religion if he plans to go to heaven. I could
tell you many stories about the Russians and the Mexicans,
but there is just a lack of time.
Many people when they visit the church here think
the work is prospering, but it's not. The forty-five people
we have coming here to church are from out of the village,
it is the village that needs to be won to God, and these
people are hard to work with. It's not easy.
The Bible says to pray that the Lord of Harvest will
send forth reapers. We are alone in our work here. We are
far from our Brethren in Christ people and it's very rare
that the Home Mission Board sends missionaries our way,
and we could hardly ever plan on having our own
Brethren in Christ evangelists for revival here. Most people
think Oregon is too far to send college quartets or what
have you here. I am ashamed to admit that we sometimes
feel very left out from our own people. It's a hard work
and a lonely one.
The biggest and greatest thing anyone can do for
any mission worker is to pray, write letters, visit them when
you can, support them, and let them know you're supporting them. If you get a college education, don't ever
consider yourself too good to sacrifice your time and
service in one of these lonely outposts. The smaller and
less heard of missions in the Brethren in Christ Church
are the ones who need the most help.
One of the greatest things a Christian can do if he
claims to be one is to live it. I don't know how many
times our hearts have been broken when someone will
tell you, "Why should I believe in your religion, I haven't
seen one Christian who lives it." So, that person goes and
joins a false religion, because as he says, "These people
live it; they are dedicated." If only Christians would
wake up.
We need help, we need it badly. Pray that God will
somehow reach these teenagers, boys and girls, and most
of all their parents, through workers who are dedicated
to God.
Pray that the Lord of Harvest will send forth reapers
to Lake Labish. Some people say our church is in the
wrong location, but I say God could never place this
church in a more needed place. We can't give up, but
we need your help, your prayers, and your love.
Sincerely yours,
Martha Cooper
P.S. We've been very busy with the summer work. When
summer comes everyone works here in Oregon, mostly in
the canneries and fields. But, there is no place like Oregon.
Dad's been working the night shift at the cannery where
he is a foreman; that, plus his call as a minister keeps
him very busy and he is very tired. He comes in at 8:30
A.'M. in the moring and preaches at 11:00 A.M. on Sunday,
so pray that God will give him strength. Pray for us all.
(12)

PREACHERS
Bishop Henry Schneider, Merrill, Michigan, well known
throughout our entire brotherhood is still actively engaged
in evangelistic work. He has been a choice soul winner for
over 55 years. When asked for some helpful instance in his
ministry he could not recall any. He did however favor us
with a poem that was sent to him following the revival
meeting to which it refers.
Page Editor
REVIVAL AT CHAMBERSBURG, PA.
BISHOP HENRY SCHNEIDER, EVANGELIST
To Zion Mission, Chambersburg,
In January, Thirty-Eight
There came a sweet, refreshing show'r
Of Holy Ghost and mighty pow'r.
It was the old time saving grace
Brought down from heav'n for Adam's race,
The preacher stressed with mighty pow'r
And blessings fell like as a show'r.
A consecration call was made
When twenty souls bowed down and prayed,
Who all determined to go thru
And be among the faithful few.
An aged saint of eighty-two
Bowed at the sacred altar too,
And asked that God would give him more
Of what He had for him in store.
When gospel messages were preached
Conviction deep some sinners reached,
And lo, behold, a glorious sight
When sinners came and prayed for light.
Behold one night a family
Of father, mother, children three,
Came humbly to the place of prayer
Beseeching God would bless them there.
One day out in a country town
Convicting grace and pow'r came down,
And lo, it reached a sinner's heart
And then and there he made a start.
Again, in that same country town
One afternoon the pow'r came down;
Two aged sinners heard God's call,
Confessed, believed, and gave up all.
While Pentecostal pow'r was felt
Still others at the altar knelt,
And sought a deeper work of grace
And then arose with songs of praise.
For three whole weeks the work went on
While prayers ascended to the throne.
At least a score were saved and blest
And others found a deeper rest.
God's people testified with glow,
Were always prompt and never slow.
The time was often far too short
For all to give a good report.
The after meetings proved a boon
As also did each afternoon,
The hour of interceding prayer
When graciously God met them there.
Thank God, the work is just begun,
And when the meetings here are done
The seed will grow and fruitage bear
And others will the blessing share.
Much precious news could yet be spread;
Sufficient is what has been said.
We'll talk it over by and by
When we shall meet up in the sky.
-Alfred

S. Rotz
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HURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. Albert Engle conducted special services at Hanover, Pennsylvania, November 1528. The services started November 12., Rev. J.
Percy Trueblood ministering for three days.
It was impressive to hear Rev. Trueblood quote
scripture from memory.
Three received the rite of water baptism
in an open stream, October 3. Four children
were dedicated to the Lord in a recent Sunday morning worship service.
John Eyer, Director of Music, Clarence
Center, New York directed a Community Choir
in presenting a Christmas Cantata, Sunday
evening, December 12.
Montgomery congregation, Pa., reports a
balance owing on the parsonage of less than
a thousand dollars. The goal: a note burning
service, Sunday, January 9 led by Bishop
Charlie B. Byers. Bishop Byers will also share
a report of his recent trip abroad.
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. Paul Linn, ministerial student from
Formosa, studying at Messiah College, spoke
at Palmyra, Pa., Sunday evening, January 2.

Bridlewood Church, Scarborough, Ontario,
reports 183 in attendance for the second
Anniversary Service, Sunday, November 28.
Offerings for the day, earmarked for the
Building Fund, amounted to $1,491.

Zion, Kansas, concluded a series of special
sendees, Sunday evening, November 28. Pastor
J. Ralph Wenger, Five Forks, Pennsylvania,
served as evangelist.

CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. Amos Henry, Professor at Malone College, Canton, Ohio, was guest minister for
special services at Valley Chapel, November
30-December 5.

PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
The College and Careers Department of the
Sunday School presented the Sunday evening
program at Upland, California, Sunday, November 2 1 .

Miss Edna Switzer, missionary to Africa,
was guest speaker at a recent W M P C service
at Highland Church, Ohio.

Upland, California, received 13 into church
membership; two by confession of faith and 11
by transfer, Sunday evening, November 28.

MID-WEST C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. Ray Smee, Clinton, Oklahoma, is scheduled to conduct evangelistic services at Dallas
Center, Iowa, February 20-March 6; Franklin
Corners, Illinois, March 13-27.
Evangelist Leon Herr and Rev. M. M. Book
were guest speakers for a Bible Conference at
Bethany, Oklahoma, November 28.

HOAK—Tammy Lynn, born November 26,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hoak, Manor
congregation, Pa.

Rev. Samuel Brubaker is serving as interim
pastor at Conoy, Pennsylvania. Pastor C. Ray
Heisey spoke his farewell message, Sunday
morning, November 28. The Heiseys have
moved to Upland, California.

The children, youth, and church choirs
presented the annual Christmas concert at
Palmyra, Pa., Sunday evening, December 19.
Prof. Ray B. Miller of Milton Hershey School
was guest director for the church choir.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
Port Colborne congregation, Ontario, featured a Watch Night Service beginning at
8:30 p.m. The Wainfleet Gospel Four joined
with local talent in presentation of special

HEISE—Janet Elaine, b o m December 5, 1965
to Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Heise, Highland congregation, Ohio.
HOOVER—Ronald Bruce, born November 6,
1935 to Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Hoover, Fordwich congregation, Ontario, Canada.
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Hoover, Abilene, Kansas,
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary
October 24. Their two sons, Lowell and
Harold, with their families, and Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Dahlstrom hosted the occasion in the
Garden Room of the Sunflower Apartments.
Gifts of yellow and gold roses and chrysanthemums were used as decorations. The
serving table held a cake decorated with
bells and the number 50. An open Bible
displayed the words "God bless you Jesse
and Ruth." They were married October 2 1 ,
1915 at the home of the bride's parents, Mr.
and Mrs. A. O. Zook in Abilene. Rev. C. B.
Zook, uncle of the bride performed the ceremony. On display were pictures showing the
bride and groom 50 years ago with family
group pictures taken at different times through
the years. A recent family group picture with
all the grandchildren was also on display.

Pastor Ronald Lofthouse, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan was guest minister for a Deeper
Life Conference in the Rosthem General Conference Mennonite Church, November 14-19.

Brother and Sister Hoover have 7 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild. All were
present for the occasion except two grandchildren, Mrs. William McLain, Upland, California, and Steven Hoover, Grantham, Pa.

Fordwich congregation, Ontario, conducted
special services with Rev. Harry Hock as
evangelist. There was good response among
the young people in seeking the Lord. Brother
Hock's ministry was appreciated.

They moved to the Zion community in 1916
where they were active members of the
Brethren in Christ Church. In 1951 they
moved to Abilene and soon thereafter became
active members of the Abilene congregation.
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BRUBAKER—Malinda Gay, -born May 30, 1965
to Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker, Nahumba Mission, Choma, Zambia, Africa.

EBERLY—Bonnie Sue, born November 24,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Ray Eberly, Air Hill
congregation, Pennsylvania.

A 50 voice high school choir of the M. S.
Hershey School, Hershey, Pa., presented a program of sacred music in the Bellevue Park
church, Harrisburg, Pa., Sunday evening, December 12.

Executive Director of the Pennsylvania
Temperance League, Rev. Rayford Feather,
was guest minister at Manor, Pa., Sunday
morning, December 26. In addition to the
worship service he ministered to a combined
youth group in the Sunday School hour.

•'

COBER—Donna May, born November 26,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Don Cober, Fordwich
congregation, Ontario, Canada.

A Moody film, "The Quest" was shown in
a joint Men's Fellowship, Conoy and Elizabethtown, Tuesday evening, December 14.

Pastor Gerald Wingert, Orlando, Florida,
was elected vice-president of the Central
Florida Chapter of NAE, Monday night, December 6. Bishop Alvin Burkholder is scheduled to conduct special services at Orlando,
January 12-23.

Zion congregation, Kansas, joined with the
Talmage Methodist Church for their annual
Thanksgiving Service. Methodist pastor, Jim
Fredrickson, presented the message.

LOFTHOUSE—Karen Louise, born October 23,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Lofthouse,
Cheapside congregation, Ontario, Canada.
STONER—Larry Eugene, born September 23,
1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel K. Stoner,
Morning Hour congregation, East Berlin, Pa.
WARKENTIN—Kent Douglas, born September
6, 1965 to Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Warkentin,
Port Colborne congregation, Ontario, Canada.

$¥@d$iik§4
BRUBAKER-DEARDORFF—Miss Audrey
Jean
Deardorff, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
V. Deardorff, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, became the bride of Mr. H. Kenneth Brubaker,
son of Rev. and Mrs. Arthur H. Brubaker,
Allisonia, Virginia, November 25, 1965. The
ceremony was performed in the Air Hill
Brethren in Christ Church, Dr. C. N. Hostetter,
Jr., officiating assisted by Rev. John Arthur
Brubaker.
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CARBAUGH-DAUGHERTY—Miss Ruby Elaine
Daugherty, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Daugherty, Greencastle, Pennsylvania, became
the bride of Mr. David Henry Carbaugh,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Carbaugh, Greencastle, Pa., December 4, 1965. The ceremony
was performed in the Trinity United Bretliren
Church, Stateline, Pennsylvania. Rev. H. Dorsey Glover officiated, assisted by Rev. Paul
Z. Hess.
COBER-GRAMM—Miss Alma Gramm, Pleasant
Hill, Ohio became the bride of Rev. Albert
Cober, Morrison, Illinois, October 2, 1965.
The ceremony was performed in the Pleasant
Hill Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor William
R. Hoke officiating.
HOOVER-WEAVER—Miss Barbara Ann Weaver, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Clayton
Weaver, Nanticoke, Ontario became the bride
of Mr. Christian H. Hoover, son of Oscar
Hoover, Selkirk, Ontario, November 20, 1965.
The ceremony was performed in the Cheapside Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Paul
A. Nigh officiating.
WEAVER-LEINART—Miss June Carolyn Leinart was united in marriage to Mr. J. Warren
Weaver, June 12, 1965. The ceremony was
performed in the St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Hanover, Pennsylvania, Pastor Paul Stauffer
officiating.

06££m%£@4
MYERS—Rev. Charles A. Myers, Sr., 63 years,
died unexpectedly November 12, 1965 at his
home near Greencastle, Pennsylvania. H e was
a son of the late Rev. Ambrose and Amelia
Martin Myers.
He was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church and pastor of the Mt. Tabor congregation near Greencastle, Pennsylvania. He
had retired from farming and was employed
at the Coss Market, State Line, Pennsylvania.
H e is survived by his wife Mrs. Martha A.
Gayman Myers, 8 daughters, and 3 sons; Mrs.
Evelyn Hartman, Mercersburg; Miss Mildred
Myers, missionary to Rhodesia, Africa; Charles
A. Myers, Jr., Greencastle; Melvin G. Myers,
Marion; Mrs Anna Helfrick, Mercersburg; Mrs.
Grace Kennedy, Greencastle; Mrs. Naoma
Strite, Chambersburg; Mrs. Dorcas Gearhart,
Waynesboro; Mrs. Esth.er Kennedy, Quincy;
Glenn E. Myers, Chambersburg; and Miss
Eunice F . Myers at home.
Also surviving are 30 grandchildren, one
brother and three sisters.
Funeral services were held from the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church. Pastor
Paul Z. Hess, Rev. George Spangler, and
Rev. Charles Rife officiated. There was an
estimated attendance of over 1,000 with 40
ministers of the area serving as honorary
pall bearers. Burial was in the adjoining
cemetery.
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NSBRO Calls For Recognition of
Objectors To Particular Wars
The National Service Board for Religious
Objectors (NSBRO) at its annual meeting in
Washington D . C. Friday, November 19, called
on the U. S. Government to recognize objectors to particular wars.
The resolution was prompted by the large
number of persons who are opposed to the
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current war in Vietnam but who would recognize some wars as "just."
T h e following is the resolution approved
by NSBRO:
"For 25 years the NSBRO has provided
counsel and information to all persons, regardless of creed, whose religious beliefs forbid
them to take human life. The present Selective
Service Act provides orderly procedures to
cover registrants with religious objections to
war in any form.
"The Act does not provide for men who may
object sincerely to particular conflicts as distinct from other wars which might be acceptable. To many it may appear that objection
of the latter type rests on political rather than
on religious consideration.
"An important concept in our religious and
moral heritage, however, distinguishes "unjust"
from "just" wars. Today some religiously motivated persons invoke that doctrine. Though
the present law does not speak to this point,
it appears difficult from a moral or religious
viewpoint to deny a conscience formed by
this conviction the recognition now accorded
to conventional conscientious objectors. Indeed,
as the recent history of totalitarian governments warns us, no nation can afford to
penalize the discriminating conscience. Proper
recognition of conscientious objection to unjust wars, while obviously a complex matter,
seems to require additional consideration by
the President or the Congress or the courts."
NSBRO's executive secretary, Harold Sherk,
told the annual meeting that a year ago it
appeared as though the United States was on
the eve of a significant change in the administration of its draft laws. In July, 1965, however, President Johnson announced stepped-up
draft calls. Forty thousand are expected to be
called in December.
Sherk predicted, "Present indications are
that future calls will not exceed the number
set for December. These calls are taking young
men down to 20 and 19 years old, and are
expected to pick up some married men who
had previously been exempt."
During the past two years only about 100
men entered I-W service monthly. However,
there have been 450 within the last two months.
The current total of I-W men is 2,595. There
are approximately 20,000 men
currently
classified as I-O and I-W.
The number of conscientious objectors who
have submitted applications thus far in 1965
for release from the military is 343. Between
1961-63 only 483 applications for release were
submitted. This information was given to the
NSBRO meeting by Colonel Daniel O. Omer,
deputy director of the Selective Service System.
Of the 343 requests for release this year, 246
were sustained as legitimate conscientious objectors.
In his luncheon talk, Colonel Omer assured
the group that, "We do not influence local
boards and their decisions. However, we do
inform them if a man violates any Selective
Service laws."
Colonel Omer, who describes himself as a
religious fundamentalist, stated, "Right or
wrong, we must all obey the orders of our
country . . . You can't operate a government if
there is no military. Neither can you operate
one on the "just war" theory. Once a man is
in the military, he should unite with its aims."
NSBRO's budget for 1966 was set at $36,500,
an increase of $3,000 over the 1965 budget.
The Mennonite Central Committee and the
Brethren Service Commission will each contribute $4,000 toward this amount.
Selective Service
Plans To Reopen
The national
Service claims to

Denies
CPS Camps
headquarters of Selective
know nothing about p u b -

lished reports that camps for conscientious
objectors similar to World W a r II Civilian
Public Service camps will be reopened.
A newspaper in the Los Angeles area
published an article that such a proposal was
being given consideration. T h e story was
picked up by a religious news service and
published in several church-related periodicals.
J. Harold Sherk of the National Service
Board for Religious Objectors and Edgar
Metzler of the MCC Peace Section have been
trying to determine the origin of this report.
They believe that it has not been discussed
seriously at higher levels of government.
There is a possibility that one of the state
directors of Selective Service may have mentioned the idea.
The newspaper article reporting this proposal to reopen CPS-type camps gave as one
reason the difficulty of placing conscientious
objectors in hospitals and other qualified institutions and agencies for their alternate
service. However, just the opposite seems to
be the case. Many institutions which employ
I-W men are eager to have more of them.
About 2,500 men are now serving their alternative service.
Meat is Needed
This year MCC needs a minimum of 240
tons of canned meat in order to fill requests
from twelve countries. Some immediate calls
for meat have come from the Congo, Indonesia,
and Vietnam.
In the Congo there are 118,000 refugees in
the Kwilu Province who need help. These
refugees fled from neighboring rebel-controlled
areas.
In Indonesia the annual famine period in
Java usually lasts from December until early
April.
In South Vietnam meat is urgently needed
to feed hospital patients and refugees. Meat
often serves as medicine since many are undernourished.
The annual meat canning projects in various
Mennonite communities will, therefore, be
meeting an urgent need for food again this
winter. The portable meat canner began its
tour at Hillsboro, Kansas, November 8. It will
be operating in Nebraska, Minnesota, Missouri,
Oklahoma, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Meat processing will also be done at
stationary canning facilities in a number of
communities. The Washington County, Maryland, and Franklin County, Pennsylvania Conference, for example, began canning in early
November. They hope to process 40,000 pounds
of beef as their contribution.
Clergymen Score Johnson on
Viet Prayer Decree
President Johnson was criticized by 22 Presbyterian ministers meeting in San Francisco
for calling a national day of prayer "exclusively
in a support of anti-Communist forces" in
Viet Nam.
"Our God is not a national resource for any
nation," the San Francisco ministers said in
a statement. "He is Lord of all nations.
"Moreover, we, Christian churches and individuals, are instructed by Jesus Christ, to
whom we owe first allegiance, 'to pray for
our enemies.'
"It is therefore incumbent upon us not only
to seek divine guidance for our nation's cause
but also to ask forgiveness for national imperfection and sin."
The ministers made it clear their criticism
was not directed against U. S. policy in

Viet Nam.

Evangelical Visitor

W o r l d Missions
AFRICA
Field Chairman: P. O. Box 711,
Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. Ira M. Stern
Miss Velma R. Brillinger

ZAMBIA

Bishop's Residence:
Zambia,
Africa

Bulawayo,

Financial Secretary: P. O. Box 1219, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Chester R. Heisey
Matopo Book Room: P . O. Box 554, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Donald R. Zook
Mrs. Mary (Brenaman) Brechbill
Matopo Mission: Private Bag T 191, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Mann
Rev. and Mis. J. Harold Stern
Miss Miriam G. Frey"
Miss Nancy J. Kreider
Miss Erma G. Lehman
Miss Dorothy M. Martin
Miss Eva Mae Melhorn
Miss Eva Mae Peters
Mr. Stanley H. Winger"
Matopo Outstations: Private Bag T 225,
awayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Bulgrien

Bul-

Mtshabezi Mission: Private Bag M 102, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph H. Ginder
Miss Anna J. Graybill
Miss Ruth E. Hock
Miss Erma R. Mann
Miss Mildred E . Myers
Miss JoAnne Brubaker
Mr. Elwood D . Heisey°
Mtshabezi Mission Hospital: Private
101, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. and Mrs. J. Myron Stern
Miss Gladys I. Lehman
Mr. Ronald H. Herr*

Bag M

Mtshabezi Outstations: Private Bag M
Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George E. Bundy
Phumula Mission: Private Bag T 188,
wayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob R. Shenk
Phumula Mission Hospital: Private
188, Bulawayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Miss Marjorie L. Hoover*

102,
Bula-

Bag

T

Wanezi Bible Institute: Private Bag S
wayo, Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Fredric L. Holland

129,

Youngways Hostel (for missionary children):
40 Leander
Avenue,
Hillside,
Bulawayo,
Rhodesia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Ira M. Stern
Miss Esther E . Hennigh 0
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Choma Secondary School: P. O. Box 139,
Choma, Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill Brubaker
Rev. and Mrs. Mervin A. Brubaker
Miss Lona S. Brubaker
Miss Anna L. Kettering
Jesse Stoner*
Stanley Eyster*
David Livingstone Teacher Training College:
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Lamar F . Fretz
Macha Mission: Private Bag llxc,
Zambia, Africa
Rev. and Mrs. George K. Kibler
Miss Edith E. Miller
Douglas Crider*

Choma,

Macha Mission Hospital: Private Bag
Choma, Zambia,
Africa
Dr. and Mrs. Robert K. Worman
Mr. David S. Groff"
Miss Mary E. Heisey
Miss Shirley A. Heisey

llxc,

Nahumba Mission: P. O. Box 173,
Choma,
Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. David M. Brubaker
Mr. Paul Kline"
Gerald Peckman*
Ronald Gayman*
Sikalonga Mission: P. O. Box 131,
Zambia,
Africa
Rev. and Mrs. Keith D. Ulery
Miss Martha L. Lady

Choma,

* I-W and voluntary service workers
INDIA
General Superintendent's Residence, Banmankhi
Mission: P . O. Banmankhi, N. E.
Railway,
District Purnea, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Sider
Rev. and Mrs. John R. Sider
Saharsa Mission: P. O. Saharsa, N. E. Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Miss Esther G. Book
Miss Erma Z. Hare
Baijora Mission: P. O. Barjora via Tirbeniganj,
District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Rev. and Mrs. James R. Cober
Madhipura Mission: P. O. Madhipura, N. E
Railway, District Saharsa, Bihar, India
Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Mann
Miss Leora G. Yoder
Purnea Mission: P. O. Purnea, N. E.
District Purnea, Bihar, India
No resident missionary
BAA

Wanezi Mission: Private Bag S 129, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia,
Africa.
Rev. and Mrs. Albert R. Harvey
Rev. and Mrs. Carl V. Ginder
Miss Miriam L. Heise
Miss Evelyn R. Noel
Mr. Dwight E. Rotz"
Miss Barbara J. Stansfield
Miss Sharon L. Weisser

Choma,

Bishop and Mrs. J. Earl Musser

Bulawayo,

RHODESIA

Bishop's Residence: P. O. Box 711,
Rhodesia, Africa
Bishop and Mrs. Alvin J. Book

P . O. Box 115,

Railway,

Kailash Colony, New Delhi 14, India
Rev. and Mrs. Allen S. Buckwalter

12/A Underbill Lane, Delhi, India
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph B. Smith

NICARAGUA
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua, C.
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Wolgemuth

A.

MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH
Dr. and Mrs. Titus M. Books, 2001 Paxton
Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 17111
Rev. and Mrs. David E. Climenhaga, Grantham, Pa. 17027. Tel. 717-766-9385
Miss Mary C. Engle, c/o Mrs. Frances
Engle, R. 1, Abilene, Kansas 67410
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C. Frey, c/o Armor
Frey, R. 2, Conestoga, Pa. 17516. Tel. 717872-7062
Miss Dorothy Gish, c/o David Gish, R. 2,
Palmyra, Pa. 17078.
Miss Ruth T. Hunt, c/o Charles Hunt,
Washington Boro, Pa. 17582
Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe, c/o Mr. Omar
H. Kipe, R. 3, Waynesboro, Pa. 17268
Miss Fannie Longenecker c/o John Longenecker, R. 1, Abilene, Kansas 67410
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur L. Pye, R. 4, Fenwick,
Ontario, Canada. Tel. 416-892-2919
Miss Mary Jane Shoalts, R. 1, Wellandport,
Ontario, Canada.
Miss Mary E. Stoner, R. 2, Box 75, Mifflintown, Pa. 17059.
Miss Edna M. Switzer, 524 South Tenth
Street, Clinton, Oklahoma 73601.
BRETHREN IN CHRIST PERSONNEL
SERVING UNDER AND SUPPORTED BY
O T H E R ORGANIZATIONS
Miss Shirley Bitner, H. 29 Kailash Colony,
New Delhi 14, India. (YFC, Regions Beyond
Missions)
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlson, c/o Trans
World Radio, Box 141, Monte Carlo, Monaco
(Trans World Rudio)
Miss Hazel P. Compton (Women's
Missionary Union) Christian Hospital, Jhokan Bagh,
Jhansi, U. P., India.
Miss Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court,
Devenish St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, South Africa
(Evangelical Alliance Mission)
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Haines, Box 1748,
Amman, Jordan, Hashemite Kingdom
(Mennonite Central
Committee)
Miss Lois Raser, El Salvador, Zaco, Mexico
Miss Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Jiianito,
Chihuahua, Mexico (Mexican Evangelistic Mission)
Dr. and Mrs. Alvan E. Thuma, P.O. Box 63,
Choma, Zambia, Africa.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wolgemuth, c / o Inst.
Linguistico de Verano, Apdo. 22067, Mexico
22, D.F., Mexico.
Contributions to World Missions
send to:
BRETHREN IN C H R I S T W O R L D MISSIONS

P. O. Box 171
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Telephone 717-EM 7-7045

JAPAN
11 Tokaichi, Hagi-shi, Yamaguchi-ken,
Rev. and Mrs. Peter A. Willms

Japan

1179 Higashi Fukagawa, Nagato-shi,
guchi-ken, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Doyle C. Book

Yama-

228, 4-Chome, Nukui-Machi,
Koganei-shi,
kyo, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. John W . Graybill

To-

4-283, 1 Chome,
Sekino-cho,
Kaganei-shi,
Tokyo, Japan
Rev. and Mrs. Marlin E. Zook

Contributions to Missions in America
send to:
Andrew Slagenweit
West Milton, Ohio
Contributions to Peace, Relief and
Service Committee
send to:
Clair Hoffman, 320 S. Market Ave.,

Mt. Joy, Pa.
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Biggest Bible Order In History
Comes To ABS From Ghana
The American Bible Society announced it
has received the largest single order for
Scriptures in its 150-year history—500,000 Bibles and New Testaments in six languages
from the Republic of Ghana. They will be
used in public schools.
One-half of the total Scriptures will be in
English; the remainder in the African dialects
of Twi-Asante, Twi-Akuapem, Fante, Ga, and
Ewe. Ghana's government will meet twothirds of the $600,000 gross cost and the
United Bible Societies, one-third.
Zondervan Acquires Harper Bible Department
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Mich., and Harper and Row, New York City,
announce the sale, for an undisclosed price, of
Harper's Bible Department to Zondervan effective January 1, 1966.
Included in the sale are plates and inventory and full rights for Harper Bibles, King
James and Revised Standard Versions; Bagster's Greek and Hebrew Testaments and
manuals and Bagster's widely used Daily Light.
Also, effective January 1, 1966, the Harper
Religious Department Sales Staff will represent Zondervan Bible and religious books to
the general book trade (department stores,
general book stores and jobbers). Zondervan's
present sales staff will continue calling on
religious bookstores. The field staff of Harper's Religious Book Department currently
represents Association Press and Seabury Press
to the book trade.
Church Historian Asks Establishment of
Institute to Study Totalitarianism
A Chicago Theological Seminary professor
of church history, Dr. Franklin H. Littell, has
advocated establishment of an Institute for
the Study of Totalitarianism to offset extremism in the United States.
Dr. Littell made the proposal in a lecture
entitled "Wild Tongues" given before an interreligious, interstate audience at the seminary's Graham Taylor Hall.
The speaker has studied political and religious extremism—of the Left and Right—for
three decades. He has been a target of attacks
by the John Birch Society, Carl Mclntire's
New Reformation Newsletter, Gerald L. K.
Smith's "The Cross and the Flag" and a
weekly broadcast by Billy James Hargis, an
ultra conservative evangelist of Tulsa, Okla.
He was recently elected first chairman of
the Working Party on Extremism, an affiliate
of the General Board of Christian Social Concern of The Methodist Church.
'Grand Disguise of Death'
Condemned by Clergyman
The American funeral has become "a grand
disguise of death as life" and efforts to restore its role to show the real significance of
life and death should be made by both the
funeral director and officiating clergymen.
This critique was offered in Washington
D. C. by the Rev. Paul E. Irion, an official
of an Evangelical and Reformed Church
seminary at Lancaster, Pa. He addressed a
symposium attended by 150 clergymen and
funeral directors at Sibley Hospital.
To correct the impression that the dead is
not really dead—merely "sleeping,"—is essential, he said in his talk, "The American Funeral: Obsolete or Enduring."
Sermons should be reinstated as part of the
funeral, he said. And funerals appropriately
should be held in the churches, as in former
days.
The*se two elements, he said, would be
principal means of injecting meaning into the
sermon, so mourners could come face-to-face
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with what death really is and what is the
significance of life and view of death.

ings by churches or by anyone else except by
invitation, but the mail could get through."

South Africa Expells Anglican Canon's Wife
JOHANNESBURG, So. Africa-A government expulsion order cut short the visit of
Mrs. Diana Collins, wife of Canon J. John
Collins of St. Paul's Cathedral in London. The
Anglican clergyman is an outspoken critic of
the South African government's apartheid
policy.
No reason was given for the expulsion order
which was delivered by two detectives who
called on Mrs. Collins as she visited relatives
in Johannesburg.

Observe War Sufferers Week
Mennonite churches in India raised Rs.
3,000 ($630) by observing the week of Sept.
19-26 as a week for the Relief of War
Sufferers, reports P. J. Malagar, director of the
Mennonite Christian Service Fellowship of
India.
Converting this donation into blankets for
the war sufferers, three women's groups have
taken funds to make out 200 bundles. The
women have expressed great joy with the
service project, says Malagar, and already
there is a growing interest on the part of the
women of the churches on such schemes.
Regarding the famine conditions, missionary S. Paul Miller writes that Church World
Service, of New Delhi, has promised MCC
personnel a grain supply for up to 10,000
people in the Dhamtari area. Planning how
they will distribute the grain at a December
meeting, the Mennonite churches will probably give grain for four or five days a week
and cash for one day.
Government-sponsored work projects giving
community service are to be initiated in which
families will be paid in grain according to
the number of family members.
"The situation is bad and is sure to get
much worse as time goes on," concludes Miller.
" W e feel the church cannot sit by and do
nothing."
The Relief and Service Committee of the
General Mission Board has appropriated emergency fund monies to assist with this need
in India. A total of $550 has already been
forwarded.

Clergyman Would Revise
Civil Wedding Ceremony
Civil marriage should be raised from its
present uninspiring, assembly-line style to a
ceremony filled with dignity and solemnity,
a United Church of Canada minister said in
Toronto, Ontario.
gested Canada adopt the Dutch system of
civil marriages, with a church blessing available
for those couples who wish it immediately
In a guest "opinion" column in the Toronto
Daily Star the Rev. Donald A. Gillies sugthereafter.
The bishop said Premier H. F . Verwoerd's
secretary sent a reply stating that "the government's general policy has been laid down after
most careful study and the approval of the
electorate," and adding:
"Your Church should be able to fulfill its
functions, as other Protestant bodies do, while
observing the existing laws and customs of the
land. The government cannot be expected to
change its political convictions to suit the
different political outlook of its opponents, even
if these are defended in terms of religion."
Rhodesia Christian Council Repudiates
'White' Regime
A firm declaration of loyalty to "Her Majesty the Queen" and repudiation of the white
Rhodesian minority ruling group's declaration
of independence was issued at Salisbury,
Rhodesia, by the Christian Council of Rhodesia.
The broad-based Council, which includes
Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational and other Christian groups, addressed
a 10-point document to all Rhodesian Churches and the World Council of Churches and
its constituent members.
Direct Mail Held Answer
To Church Urban Problems
An "alarming" urbanization trend means
that churches must use direct mail if they are
to remain alive, an Oklahoma Baptist official
predicted at Fort Worth, Texas.
The warning came from Floyd A. Craig,
director of communications for the Baptist
General Convention of Oklahoma.
In addressing the Direct Mail Club of Fort
Worth, Mr. Craig said "city churches should
realize that they are slowly being populated
out of business."
He cited the phenomenal growth of highrise apartments as the basic problem which
the urban churches are facing. "High-rise
apartments are dealing a death blow to the
churches. There is no way at present to secure
entrance into most high-rise apartment build-
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of
sharing

FEED the hungry.
CLOTHE the naked,
AID the homeless,
RELIEVE the sick
as unto CHRIST

33-10 36th Avenue, Long Island City, New
York. 11106 Relief arm of the National
association of Evangelicals.

